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Seymour: Comte de Castelnau in Middle Florida, 1837-1838

COMTE DE CASTELNAU IN MIDDLE FLORIDA,
1837-1838
Translated by ARTHUR R. S EYMOUR
(Included in the last issue of this QUARTERLY was Comte de Castelnau’s account of his visit to the Tallahassee region more than a century
ago: Essai sur la Floride du Milieu. In addition, the Count published
Vues et Souvenirs de l'Amerique du Nord (Paris, 1842), and Note de
deux Itineraires de Charleston a Tallahassee, the latter of which appeared in Bulletin de la Societe de Geographie. These are reprinted here,
both being translated by Dr. Seymour.)

NOTES CONCERNING TWO ITINERARIES FROM CHARLESTON
TO TALLAHASSEE
by COUNT FRANCIS DE CASTELNAU

Two roads exist to travel by land from Charleston to
Florida; having traveled both of them and not finding
any description of them in any work, I think that the
Society will permit me to submit to it a few observations
in this respect.
On the 7th of November 1837, at six o‘clock in the
morning, I left Charleston on the Augusta railroad,
which, in spite of its imperfections, may be considered
a magnificent piece of work; it is 120 miles long and
crosses marshes and flooded lands almost continually
on pile-work. It is, moreover, very tiresome for travelers
for they must anticipate feeling a long succession of
bumps and starts. However, that state of affairs has
been, I believe, much modified since that time, for everywhere that it was supported on piles they have been
obliged to make embankments; and besides, without
dwelling on the defects of such a work, ought one not
to admire the genius and the enterprising spirit that
carried it out through flooded savannas, especially when
the great advantages are considered that it has bestowed
upon human beings and commerce?
The country that it passes through when it is under
water is very poor and covered with pines, bay-trees
and magnolias. In the swamps are to be seen the cypresses
so remarkable because of their excessively swollen lower
NOTE-This appeared in Bulletin de la Societe de Geographie, vol.
xviii, ser. 2 (1842).
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parts and, at this season of the year, by their orange
colored foliage.
Toward noon we ran along the river Edisto which is
very winding, and near which we saw quite fine cotton,
and an hour afterward we crossed the village of Midway,
at four thirty we reached Eakin [Aikenl which has
about one thousand inhabitants and is daily increasing
in size. This village is sixteen miles from Hamburg. Upon
leaving it we go down a very steep hill for half a mile.
The cars are held back by an endless cable a mile long
which was made in England and cost about 6,000 francs.
If it should happen to break, the cars would be hurled
down irresistibly and broken into a thousand pieces, as
they found out by experimenting with a car not in service. A little farther along to the left of the traveler a
pretty river flows through the woods. At six o’clock in
the evening we were in Hamburg, an unimportant village.
There, a kind of omnibus awaited us to take us to Augusta, on the opposite side of a fine bridge over the
Savannah river. This bridge is straight, has sixteen
arches, and separates the states of South Carolina and
Georgia. The river is very wide; its Indian name is Isondiga.
Augusta is a charming little town of about 8,000 inhabitants, it has many nice houses, its streets are straight
and very wide with trees on either side. In regard to
business, it is a place of great importance but its climate
is unhealthy.
Here I made my arrangements for the trip that I was
going to take to Tallahassee. I was to go through a region sparsely inhabited, a part of which had been some
time before laid waste during the wars against the
Creeks or Muscogis, which had only then just ended.
As there was not yet any regular stagecoach, I made this
trip sometimes in a carriage and sometimes on horseback. I left the town on the tenth at eight o’clock in the
evening in a terrible storm; we traveled all night on a
very narrow and detestable road, in a very sandy coun-
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try covered with pines. At seven o’clock in the morning
we arrived at Louisville, a very unhealthy town, situated
forty-five miles from Augusta, a third of a league from
the Ogoechee (Ogeechee) river, and containing 250 to
300 inhabitants. On leaving we had to descend quite a
steep hill, then we crossed on a wooden bridge the river
which is very narrow. The soil is generally reddish
brown; the vegetation consists of pines. In the evening
we arrived at Faisbridge, which is on the same river.
There are only a few houses, all inhabited by members
of the same family; a few plantations are to be found
near by.
In the afternoon we reached the little settlement of
Sanderville. The next day we forded the rivers Oconee
and Ocmulgee, and toward evening we reached the village of Hawkinsville, situated on the last mentioned river.
It is of considerable size and made up of long wooden
houses painted yellow with green blinds and having only
a ground floor; for the most part they are roofed with
tiles. The Ocmulgee is a branch of the Alatamaha [Altamaha] which empties into the Atlantic; it is the last
stream found running in this direction, the others flow
into the Gulf of Mexico. On the twelfth we started at
daybreak and crossed on a wooden bridge Big-IndianCreek [Big Creek] whose banks are charming, well
shaded and covered with little palm trees. Several black
serpents crossed the road almost under the feet of our
horses. Having lost our way, we were obliged to camp
that night. On striving toward evening to find our way
again, I witnessed an event which seemed to me worthy
of interest.
I had just entered a very dense wood when the chattering of a great many birds attracted my attention; I
soon distinguished a large flock of different kinds surrounding a squirrel perched then on a branch about
twenty feet from the ground. The latter seemed motionless with its tail raised over its head; soon I saw it jump
or rather fall on a lower branch and it was followed by
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its feathered escort that continued to follow it with their
various cries. Another jump brought it still nearer the
ground. Astonished at this strange maneuver, I approached noiselessly and soon saw a big black serpent
(coluber constrictor) coiled in a circle and keeping its
head raised in the direction of its poor victim, that soon,
by its last leap fell on the ground at about a foot from the
reptile at which, moved by a feeling of pity, I fired my
gun loaded with shot. The birds flew away and I picked
up the squirrel that motionless and stiff seemed to me
dead but that soon recovered itself and I gladly saw it run
along the branches. I know that facts of this sort have
often been observed, but as many people doubt them and
as I myself was one of that number, I thought that it was
best to mention here what I witnessed. I shall not try to
explain by what strange power the victim is drawn toward the serpent, whether it is, as has often been repeated, that chilled by fear it does not have the strength
to flee! but why in such a case does it not stay motionless? Why does it come itself toward its destruction?
What may be therefore the effect produced on the
birds whose agitation was extreme? Did they understand
the danger that the animal was running, and were they
astonished that it did not try to escape? I merely submit these questions to naturalists, and I recommend this
matter for future investigations of travelers.
But let us come back to our story. At daybreak,
having found our way again, we soon reached a group
of deserted houses all of whose inhabitants had been a
short time before, during the war with the Creeks, massacred by the Indians.
I have often spoken of the roads and perhaps this
term needs some explanations. These roads are ordinarily from six to eight feet wide and always are made
through pine woods. The trees are simply cut down at
about a foot from the ground. The choice of these trees
is motivated by the great ease which these regions offer
for this purpose compared with the clusters of other trees
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that are almost impenetrable and which are called hammocks. To avoid these hammocks they often make considerable detours in their roads. Many of these roads have
been made by the Indians and have been merely widened
by the whites so that a wagon might go along there.
A traveler stops at all the houses he is fortunate
enough to find which generally occurs only at great distances. There he is given corn bread, sweet potatoes,
and ordinarily pork and cabbage. In Georgia and Florida
the owner of a house usually expects pay in money while
in South Carolina a mere offer of this sort would be considered as an insult. The ordinary price of a dinner of
this sort is 75 cents, and the price of a breakfast or a
supper or tea is 50 cents.
One of the most remarkable features of the part of
the country that we were crossing then is the complete
absence of bushes, which almost always occurs in places
where the great southern pine is predominant, for we
were commencing here to find the type of plant life that
stretches over all Florida; I mean immense sandy
stretches covered only by green trees and in the midst
of which are found the hammocks that we have already
mentioned, which by the fertility of their soil, the beauty
and variety of their plant life are real oases in the wilderness. These fertile tracts vary greatly in extent since
they cover from a fraction of an acre up to several square
leagues. The very banks of the streams are also usually
covered with a like vegetation. Although the day was
very warm, we suffered at night from the cold, and this
is besides a peculiar characteristic of all the North American continent as far as the Florida Cape, and especially
of the eastern part of the continent, for on the other side
of the Mississippi such changes are felt much less. I think
that the neighborhood of Hudson Bay and especially of
the Great Lakes of Canada is the principal cause of this
phenomenon. It is to be noted that the eastern part of
great continents is generally colder than the opposite
side. On the 14th we reached the Flint River which we
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paralleled as far as the village of Bainbridge ; the pine
woods stretch up to the banks of the river, but at a few
miles in the interior the land is fertile and fit for the cultivation of cotton. The village consists of only ten or
twelve houses, only one of which is of brick; there are
about 200 inhabitants mostly negroes. Here I was able to
form an idea of the character of the people of this region,
by noticing the ramshackle condition of the ordinary
houses, all the windows of which were broken and the
doors broken down. I asked the cause of it and I learned
that a few days before all of the inhabitants having got
drunk had committed this havoc. The river is narrow,
very winding and with high steep banks.
While I was in the village about one hundred Chattahoutchi Indians, who are allies of the whites, arrived
bringing with them about sixty hostile Creeks or Muscogis that they had captured in the woods and that they
had been pursuing for a long time. These unfortunates
were tied to trees and their captors seemed disposed to
submit them to all the severity of Indian law, when some
influential inhabitants obtained their pardon by interceding for them.
The Chattahoutchis passed the entire night dancing,
drinking and shouting, and at daybreak they left with
their prisoners for their village on the Appalachicola
River. I learned later that the act of kindness that I
have just mentioned was ill repaid, for soon after the
Creek prisoners succeeded in escaping, took refuge in the
woods and the inaccessible swamps that cover a part of
this region, and have not ceased until this day to come
out of their places of refuge to carry fire and death into
the midst of the unfortunate white inhabitants who are
scattered a great distance from one another. The two
tribes of Indians that I have just mentioned, although
fighting against each other, belong however to the same
nation, or rather to the same confederation, that of the
Muscogis, of which the Seminoles are merely a branch.
They generally have the back part of their heads shaved
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with very long hair in front; some keep only the simple
scalp lock on top of their heads. Their dress consists of
red kerchief tied around their heads like a turban, a sort
of hunting shirt of buckskin ordinarily embroidered and
with lace work somewhat in the Spanish style and with
long leather leggings. They go without trousers but with
a kerchief rolled between the legs and fastened by the
two ends to a belt. On their feet they have, like all Indians, moccasins or skin shoes more or less covered with
pearls and ornaments. They use guns quite skillfully but
still much less so than the frontier white men, with whom
to hit a squirrel elsewhere than between its two eyes, is
considered as a shameful proof of an awkward shot.
These latter use a rifle or long carbine.
On the 15th I left that little settlement to follow a
road to Tallahassee, the capital of the Floridas. At first
we had to cross pine forests in which we saw many big
squirrels (Sc. capistratus) and several flocks of wild
turkeys. The latter are remarkable for the beauty of their
feathers which are very bright bronze green; they ordinarily keep in little families of four to seven individuals
allowing one to approach them quite near, then they fly
away again to perch a short distance away.
I noticed also in going southward that the young
pines seemed to take the form of palm trees, which is
especially remarkable in the very young plants of pinus
australis. We saw then fine cotton plantations and in the
afternoon we reached Quincy, which is quite a wretched
little village with houses quite separated from one another. Having left the next morning, I soon arrived at a
place in the road from which I had a delightful view.
From the top of a hill I saw suddenly that I had reached
the limit of green trees, and that forests of tropical appearance spread everywhere before my eyes their majestic foliage; the huge magnolia seemed to spread out its
leaves proudly like huge spatulas. The quercus vivens or
live oaks were noticeable in the vicinity, and several
species of the palm family contributed not a little to the
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brilliancy of the vegetation. We passed over the Oclockone [Ochlockonee] River and the Little River whose
banks are delightful, then finding again pine woods we
reached in the evening Tallahassee, the end of our trip.
[T ALLAHASSEE ]

The tavern to which I went and which was considered the better of the only two existing in the town, was
not however in any way remarkable in regard to its luxury, for the breakfast consisted of coffee without milk,
venison and corn bread, the dinner of pork, cabbage
and sweet potatoes, and the supper of tea without milk
and the eternal corn bread. The price of these comforts
is three dollars and a half per day (a little more than 18
francs), and the other expenses are all of the same character. Sometimes for a change we had boiled or roasted
corn, but I admit that that added very little to my
pleasure.
Tallahassee, the capital of the Floridas, is a little
town of about 1,500 inhabitants situated on hills, but in
a very unhealthy region. Two newspapers are published
in it; there are a bank and several churches. Near the
town is a little waterfall in the woods of a very pretty
effect. To the east of this town extend the lands offered
by the government of the United States to General Lafayette in which is a pretty lake that bears his name.
The word Tallahassee means old field in the Indian
language. This town was established in 1825 by Governor
Duval, who, wishing to turn the immigration of the
whites toward this region, left St. Augustine, the former
capital, and came to live in the midst of savages.
Saint Marks, a little town on the Gulf of Mexico,
serves as seaport for Tallahassee; a very poor railroad
extends from one town to the other. I made numerous
trips in the neighborhood, one of them took me to Monticello near lake Mikasouki, [Miccosukee] famous for the
quarrelsome character of its inhabitants and the great
number of murders that occur there every year.
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On the 25th of February I left Tallahassee toward
evening. All of the rivers were overflowing their banks
and several offered us quite serious difficulties. The next
day at six o’clock in the morning we reached Quincy. I
hastened to go to see Mr. Chapman, a young physician
who is busy studying natural sciences; his welcome was
most fraternal. He had just discovered in the neighboring
woods a fine forest tree not yet described, and he had
sent the details about it to Dr. Torrey. At eight o’clock
I left in a detestable stagecoach for Mount Vernon [present Chattahoochee]. As usual we went through immense
pine forests with occasional hammocks. We saw several
groups of children on horseback going to school; the
plantations are often in these regions situated at great
distances from one another, and the schools being located
in the midst of the woods, the children sometimes have
to go several leagues in order to get there. Before arriving at Mount Vernon we saw the arsenal. I visited then
the towns of Apalachicola and St. Joseph, but having
already described all this region in my work on Florida,
I shall merely say here that on my return to Mount Vernon on the 15th of March, I left it the next day by steamer to return to New York by going up the Apalachicola
River. We soon reached the place where the Flint River
flows into the latter, and then it takes the name of Chattahoutchie River. Twenty-two miles further along we
passed the boundary of Florida, and we then had on our
left the state of Alabama and on our right Georgia. In the
afternoon there was much fog and the boat hit twice
those huge tree stumps which make so dangerous the
navigation of large American rivers. On the 17th in the
morning I observed that the banks on both sides were
very high, and at about nine o’clock we reached Fort
Gaines, built during the Indian war and today changed
into a village of considerable size; it is situated on the
Georgia bank. Near by is a pretty waterfall, at which
a mill has been built; farther along is another waterfall,
then the town store ; everything is built on a bluff 180
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feet above the river, and in front is seen a very white
sandbank; facing it on the Alabama side is Franklin, a
little village with one hundred inhabitants. Farther upstream the river flows between very high limestone banks
covered with good soil that supports fine vegetation;
everywhere it is winding but very deep, and the steamers
keep going safely at eight or ten feet from the bank.
The farther north we went the less moss (tillandsia)
we saw on the branches of the trees, which according to
the inhabitants of this region is a certain indication that
we were reaching less unhealthy regions. Several times
we passed in front of pretty waterfalls, one of which in
particular, although it fell only a dozen feet, was remarkably wide. On the Alabama side the bank is nearly 150
feet high and is so steep that one can come down it only
by means of ladders. In some places they have made
woodpiles for the steamers and they throw the sticks
of wood onto them from the hills. The vegetation gradually lost its tropical appearance and in general it seemed
to me less beautiful than that of Florida.
At the foot of a steep slope we saw the body of a
deer that had been killed by falling from the top of the
cliff and numerous buzzards were sharing its remains.
We stayed an hour at Irwington, a village situated on
a hill about 200 feet high. They land some distance
above it on a sandbank; the number of inhabitants is
about 1200. We passed then through immense stretches of
canes that are here called canebrakes; on the Alabama
side we saw the falls of Cowadgee [Cowickee] Creek. Toward evening we stopped at Roanoke in Georgia; it is an
abandoned village today, but it was of considerable size
a few years ago. During the war with the Creeks the
Indians seized it, massacred all the inhabitants they
could capture, and set fire to it. On board was a man
who was there during that terrible night; around him
he had seen fall his father, wife and ten children; finally
weakened by several wounds, he determined to end. his
life as quickly as possible and he rushed into the midst
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of the savages. Despair gave him superhuman strength,
for in less than three minutes he found himself safe in
the woods after having crossed alone through a band
of 800 Indians. Two miles further upstream is Florence,
a pretty village built recently and inhabited mostly by
men who escaped from the Roanoke massacre. If one
thought of the quantity of blood shed to start new settlements, perhaps it would be found that in spite of the
richness of the soil and other advantages that they may
offer they always cost humanity too dearly.
It had rained all day and in the evening the fog was
so dense that we were obliged to stop all night long.
On the 18th in the morning we went over shallow
water. On the Georgia side woods entirely of green
trees penetrate even into the water; farther on we saw
a wooden blockhouse abandoned today but built during
the Indian war; then we came close to the Georgia bank
as the Alabama bank was dangerous with many ledges
of rocks. On this side is Fort Michael [Mitchell] made
of wood and at a mile from the river. At about fifteen
miles from Columbus I saw two bluffs that seemed to
me to be huge tumuli ; they are situated near a fine
plantation.
At three o’clock we arrived in front of the town
that we have just mentioned which is large and very
nice; it may have 5000 inhabitants, and it greatly resembles Augusta. A large steamer had grounded on the
sand after the last flood, and all the inhabitants of the
town were gathered together on the bank watching
anxiously the efforts that two other steamers made trying to set it afloat: the work lasted a long time, but
finally the big body started to move and soon success
was certain. The white people showed their satisfaction
by a hurrah, and the negroes by their habitual jumping
about. A huge number of cotton bales were piled up on
the wharfs. A very fine covered bridge connects the two
banks, one of which is in the state of Alabama and the
other in Georgia. The financial crisis was then at its
worst, and at one end of the bridge the paper money of
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the first mentioned state was discounted ten percent and
at the other end Georgia’s money had a similar discount
of six percent. I took a walk in the village of Gerard
on the Alabama side facing the river on a very high
hill; another trip took me to the Chattahoutchie falls
located above the town. The river, which is very wide
and shallow at this place rushes violently along among
many partly submerged rocks. Nature is remarkably
beautiful and wild, and the scene reminded me of the
falls of the James River near Richmond. On the 20th
I left at three o’clock in the afternoon, alone in a wretched
stagecoach going toward Charleston.
In the midst of the pine woods we found a few fine
homes. The soil is bright red-ocher colored, in some
places we saw many limestone rocks likewise of the
same shade. After having passed over a little river we
crossed through a very rough country, and due to the
bad condition of the road and the vehicle we were jolted
in a most terrible way all night long while it did not
cease raining, and it was so cold that the driver stopped
the stagecoach at about two o’clock in the morning, and
told me that it was impossible to go on. As I was myself
suffering severely, I got down from the vehicle; we built
a big fire and in spite of a driving rain we passed the
rest of the night in the open air.
I did not have any thermometer at my disposal, but
although it is probable that it was not freezing, I have
never suffered so much from the cold; the great heat of
the daytime and the extreme variation that the temperature undergoes in these regions in the space of a few
hours caused the impression that I felt the effects of so
keenly.
I woke up at daybreak and I was very surprised to
see near me two negroes with knives in their hands; I
drew my dagger and rushed at them; they ran away
seeming more frightened than I had been myself. The
driver had gone to see his horses, and during this time
two negroes probably runaways had come up to the fire
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to warm themselves, and had drawn their knives either
to cut some wood or to assassinate me.
We started again at five o’clock in the morning,
and we crossed in succession Sandy Creek, North Whitewater Creek, and Patscliga [Patsiliga] which are all
branches of the Flint, then finally we crossed this latter
itself by fording, and at ten o’clock we reached Knoxville, which is a poor little village. Afterwards we passed
through large forests of green trees where the soil was
of yellow clay ; then we crossed the Echconna [Echeconnee] and Tobaxantkee [Tobesofkee], which are
branches of the Ocmulgee, and at five o’clock we reached
Macon, a fine town of three to four thousand souls which
does considerable business as one may judge from its
big stores; it is on the Ocmulgee that is crossed on a
covered bridge. At eleven in the evening we reached
Milledgeville, which is thirty miles from Macon.
I felt terribly tired and I stayed there two days.
There are about 1500 people in the town. The State
House is quite a fine building imitating the Gothic style.
The houses are in general nice. The soil is of red clay.
The town is a mile from the Oconee, which is one of the
arms of the Alatamaha River. At that time typhus was
ravaging the place, and the climate is considered quite
unhealthy. The surrounding country is very stony and
huge rocks are seen even in the midst of the town. The
rain fell continually all the time that I was there.
On the twenty-third I left at one o’clock in the
morning in a kind of stagecoach in which were two other
persons. The road was frightful, and although Sparta
was only eighteen miles distant we reached it only on
the following day at one o’clock in the morning; it is a
wretched village of 800 people. I had a cup of coffee
there for which I was charged a dollar (5 francs 30 c.)
The country is very hilly and the soil colored red; the
trees are short-leaved pines. We passed by huge abnormal logs that must have been brought from the north,
then we forded the river Ogeechee ; we saw many white
quartz pebbles, which are so numerous in some places
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that considerable tracts of land are entirely uncultivable.
At noon we reached Warrenton, a rather poor little town,
and the next day, the 24th, I took the Augusta railroad
and left at half an hour after noon. We went through
a nice very rough and hilly country : sometimes we passed
along valleys, sometimes on embankments higher than
the tops of the pines. The soil is everywhere clayey and
red. Below one may see stratified layers of quartz of
various colors. We made 25 miles an hour, and we
reached Augusta at three o’clock. Busses were waiting
at the depot to take travelers to the hotels.
On the 24th I took a walk along the Savannah River
and made a sketch of the magnificent bridge that joins
Augusta to Hamburg, or rather joins Georgia to South
Carolina, and the next day I set off again for Charleston.
That unfortunate town had been visited by a terrible
disaster; a fire had just destroyed a great part of it,
and the people were all horrified.
I returned to New York by sea, and I had an opportunity to make some observations about the important phenomenon called gulf stream or current from the
gulf which is formed toward the south, goes around
the Gulf of Mexico, comes out of it around the Florida
Cape, flows toward the north along the American coast
near to Cape Hatteras, goes to the south of Newfoundland, then according to the opinion generally accepted
turns toward the African coast. However I believe that
a portion of this water must escape toward the north,
for a life boat of the steamer Ville de Lyon which was
carried away by a wave while crossing to America was
found again on the coast of Ireland.
This current is remarkable because of the high temperature of its water and the almost continual tempests
that disturb it. When it leaves the Gulf of Mexico it
flows at a speed of nearly three miles an hour, at Cape
Hatteras one and three quarters miles an hour, and at
one mile south of the Newfoundland banks.
We reached New York after a very quick trip of
three days and a half.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol26/iss4/4

14

Seymour: Comte de Castelnau in Middle Florida, 1837-1838

314

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY
VUES

ET

SOUVENIRS

AMERIQUE DU
DE L’

EXPLANATION

NORD

OF PLATES

T ALLAHASSEE *

Under the Spanish government St. Augustine was
the capital of the Floridas, but when this territory came
into the hands of the Americans the latter saw the need
of placing the seat of government in a more central
place. Consequently Governor Duval went among the
Indians who then were the only inhabitants of the interior of this region, and at the end of 1824 he chose the
point where the new capital was to be built and which
was formerly occupied by an Indian village bearing the
name of Tallahassee which means old fields.
The location of this little city is very pleasing ; it
is situated in a somewhat hilly region and its surroundings are remarkable for the fertility of the soil and the
beauty of the vegetation. There are found there dense
forests of oaks and magnolias with intertwining creepers
and vines ; here you see fine cotton or corn fields, farther
along the landscape is again varied by the fine effect of
sugar cane plantations, or by charming lakes that spread
out quietly in the midst of the solitude of the woods.
The soil is generally of dark red clay which in this region
is a certain evidence of good land ; it rests directly on
limestone; numerous springs exist in the neighborhood
and from one of them comes a pretty stream of water
that after having wound around the eastern part of the
city runs into the forest and forms a charming waterfall
about sixteen feet high ; it runs then into a ravine hollowed out of limestone and disappears underground a
quarter of a mile farther along. This scene is in fact
one of the wildest. It must be added also that the location of this little capital is about central between the
two limits of the territory; to the east stretch the fine
lands offered by the United States to General Lafayette
from which the township derives its name.
*This plate was included in the last issue of the QUARTERLY.
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But unfortunately the greatest scourge that can
afflict a new settlement is opposed to these numerous
advantages, namely, an unhealthy climate; each year
bilious fevers of the most dangerous sort spread consternation in all the region. Then all the shops are closed,
the fear of the epidemic together with the stifling heat
drives from the city the planters of the neighborhood,
and all the inhabitants who can bear an expense of that
sort go to the northern part of the United States in search
of a more healthy climate; the merchants take advantage
of this season to go to make their purchases in New
York or Philadelphia, and the planter goes to Niagara
or Saratoga Springs to live luxuriously and spend in
three months his yearly income.
However, although the climate is at all times dangerous for strangers, the most unhealthy months are
August, September, October and November; then no
one can be certain of escaping the plague, not even the
planter who settled in the country long years before, nor
the negro born in the malarial regions of Carolina or
under the burning sun of Georgia. The comparatively
large size of the cemeteries is a sad warning for one who,
attracted by the beauty of the site, would like to settle in
those places.
The houses, about three hundred of them, are almost
all built of wood and of Italian style. They are rarely
more than one story high; only two or three are of
brick painted bright red with green shutters. There are
several churches, presbyterian, episcopal and methodist,
two banks today combined in one, two taverns, etc. Two
newspapers are published there each appearing twice
a week.
Everything is exorbitantly costly, the market is
poorly provided, and it is difficult even by means of
money to obtain more than the bare necessities. For
example it is often impossible to find a drop of milk in
a country where there are abundant herds of cows, and
a cow is sold for no more than 25 francs.
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There are about fifteen hundred inhabitants; they
are Americans and most of them come from South Carolina and from Georgia ; no Spaniards are to be seen
there ; at the time of my stay there there were two Frenchmen. Almost all are business men and sell merchandise
to the planters of the surrounding region in exchange
for their produce. This kind of business continues on
credit during the whole year and is settled only on
January first. The great bulk of the inhabitants is made
up of negro slaves whose principal amusement is dancing ; the instrument with which they most often accompany themselves is a horse’s jawbone that they scrape
with a hollow reed and from which they get quite varied
sounds; their dancing is a succession of ridiculous leaps
and contortions.
The governor lives on a plantation near the city,
which as well as being the capital of the territory is also
the county seat of Leon county.
CAPITOL

OF

TALLAHASSEE

Tallahassee, in its position as capital, is the seat of
the government of Florida; this region being still only a
territory is administered by a governor named by the
president and he was for a long time assisted by only
one Assembly; today two of them exist, which forms a
microscopic representative government.
Its meetings [1838] are held in the building which
we have sketched and which bears the name of capitol.
It is built of wood in the midst of a sort of very pretty
little grove forming a park with a charming effect near
the middle of the city.
These Assemblies are composed of representatives
of different parts of the territory; most of them are
planters and farmers, but as elsewhere, lawyers also
exert their influence in them. There the laws and the
administrative regulations are discussed, all that concerns divorces, etc., etc. The decisions rendered on this
last point are very numerous, but on several occasions
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they have been annuled by the higher authorities in
Washington.
MAGNOLIA
Magnolia is a little village, if this name may be given
to two or three houses, situated seventeen miles from
the Gulf of Mexico on the St. Marks river; it was built
in 1827. It is almost abandoned today because of fear
of the Seminole Indians who several times have committed massacres in the vicinity. The soil is fertile and
the banks of the river are charming. This river rises in
Georgia, crosses lake Mikasouky, sinks underground and
soon comes forth as a pond at Brookhaven. At the village of St. Marks it joins the Waukulla river, and forms
then the Apalache river which flows into the Gulf of
Mexico. Little ships with a draft of seven feet may go
up the river to Magnolia.
L AKE J ACKSON *

Lake Jackson is situated at about a league and a half
north of Tallahassee; it may be three and half leagues
long and a little more than a league and a half wide.
The point from which the view was taken is near the
dwelling of Colonel Williams. It is chosen especially to
give a view of a cotton plantation; the virgin forests
have been cut down in the manner of this country, that is
to say that after having cut down the little trees they
set fire to the brush; as for the big trees they are satisfied to girdle them widely in the bark by means of an
ax; in this way the sap cannot circulate the next season,
the tree dies and after some years it falls into the field.
Nothing can give an idea of the wretched appearance
that these big trees offer stretched out everywhere with
no leaves on their branches. Accordingly to a great
extent the epidemic diseases that always ravage the new
settlements are due to this great amount of vegetable
matter in a constant state of decomposition.
The fields are surrounded by a high fence formed
of logs placed one on another and arranged zig-zag.
*This plate is not shown.
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ST. MARKS *

Figure 1 of this plate represents the Spanish fort
of St. Marks on the Gulf of Mexico or rather on the
Apalache river that empties into the latter. Today it is
abandoned, but before falling into the hands of the
Americans it was well kept up and always in a condition
to resist the attacks of the savages who several times
tried to overpower it and they even succeeded once, it
is said, in doing so. It is built entirely of white limestone,
and back of it extends the village of the same name
situated in a low marshy place like all the surrounding
country.
Figure 2 shows the rampart on which are still a few
old cannons; in front stretches the Apalache river, to the
west [sic] is St. Marks river and to the east [sic] is the
Waukulla river and all of them meet at this place.
In 1838 they built a little village on the Apalache
river below the village of St. Marks. It bears the name
of Port Leon in memory of the Spanish adventurer
Ponce de Leon, who in 1512 discovered Florida or rather
landed there first, for fifteen years before Sebastian
Cabot had sailed along its shores.
In figure three is seen the lighthouse of St. Marks
near the Gulf of Mexico; an Oyster bed sticks out far
into the gulf; the whole coast is exceedingly arid consisting entirely of white sand on which are seen only a
few yuccas and dwarf palm trees.
Finally, figure 4 represents the little waterfall near
Tallahassee in Florida which we have described in speaking of Plate 1.
* This plate was included in the last issue of the QUARTERLY.
P LANTATION

ON

L AKE L AFAYETTE *

This lake, located on the land given by the United
States to General Lafayette, had previously the name
of Tallahassee lake ; it extends from east to west a short
league from the city of this name ; it is about three and
*This plate is not reproduced here.
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a half miles long and one mile wide. Nothing can give
an idea of the beauty of these sheets of water which are
scattered in great numbers in the midst of virgin forests
in Middle Florida ; they are filled with fish of many
sorts and their surface is everywhere enlivened by clouds
of aquatic birds, above which flies constantly the bald
eagle. Among the denizens of these lakes we must also
mention the soft shelled turtles, as well as the alligators
that are abundant there; these last reach ordinarily a
length of twelve feet, and although little to be feared,
by their repulsive aspect they inspire terror in persons
not accustomed to seeing them.
The plantation pictured here is Mr. Croom’s, a
learned botanist as remarkable by the fine qualities of
his heart as by those of his mind. When I saw him in
New York in 1837 together with a numerous family
among whom was a remarkably beautiful daughter of
eighteen years, I was far from foreseeing that all would
shortly after be called to appear before their creator.
The entire family composed of eleven persons having
embarked on the steamship Home perished with this
ship off Cape Hatteras, in North Carolina; it was learned
afterwards that the girl, urged by an excellent swimmer
to trust herself under his protection to the raging waves,
refused to leave her family and perished a victim of her
filial love.
LIVE OAK (Quercus virvens) *

Sketched on the shores of the Apalachicola river
which was then overflowing, it is covered with long
parasites of the species tillandsia, and its branches serve
as a shelter for big squirrels (sc. capistratus) and numerous parroquets (ps. carolina).
This tree, remarkable for its foliage always green
at all seasons, grows in the most southern parts of the
United States, and particularly in Florida. It is highly
esteemed for ship building and numerous bands of ad*This plate is not included herein.
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venturers penetrate continually the forests in search of
it; after having cut it they bring it to the Gulf of Mexico
floating the logs down the streams. The government
of the United States maintains a regular plantation of
these trees near Pensacola; it is eight leagues long and
contains, they say, thirty thousand feet of lumber.
MOUNT VERNON, TALLAHASSEE RAILWAY,

ETC.

*

Figure number 1 represents an Indian village on
the Appalachicola river (Florida) ; it is inhabited by
the Chattahoutchis, who are, like the Seminoles, a branch
of the great nation of Muscogis. Most of the houses are
covered with palm leaves.
Figure 2. Appalachicola river at the village of
Mount Vernon. The view is taken from the terrace of a
tavern built on the river; the latter is formed a mile
above by the junction of the Flint and the Chattahoutchie.
The banks of this river are covered with beautiful
vegetation, and they are most fertile, but the climate
is far from corresponding to these advantages, and it
may be considered one of the most unhealthy in the
universe. There are already fine plantations in this
region and many steamships are seen always loaded with
cotton that they are carrying to Appalachicola ; they
go upstream as far as Columbus, Georgia where they
are stopped by the falls of which we shall soon speak.
Figure 3 represents the arsenal of Mount Vernon on
the Appalachicola river (Florida). It is a rather nice
building made of lilac colored brick. It has been built
because of the war against the Seminoles who, as is
known, still ravage this unhappy country.
Figure 4. Railroad depot at Tallahassee. Florida
already has a railroad, that though short is very serviceable. It goes from the capital to St. Marks on the
Gulf of Mexico seven leagues away. It crosses a region
so deep in sand that before its construction it was
scarcely possible to cross it on horseback; it is used
*This plate was included in the last issue of the QUARTERLY.
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principally to carry to the gulf the cotton from the
interior. Its construction leaves much to be desired,
and in spite of many trials it has been impossible to keep
locomotives on it for they were always running off the
rails. At present they are using open carts drawn by
mules ; all the employees are negro slaves.
STORE

IN

KEY WEST

Key West is an islet situated in the Gulf of Mexico
and it may be considered as one of the West Indies,
although it belongs to the United States; its position at
the entrance of the Gulf of Mexico makes it really important. It is one of a little group of islands scattered
along the coast and called the Florida Keys. This little
archipelago is ended on the west by the Tortugas reefs.
The island that concerns us is seven miles long and two
miles wide ; its eastern end is divided by a channel into
which the sea comes and produces a salt marsh that
covers one third of the island; the western part is quite
well wooded but stony; the soil is very sterile; the orange
trees do not bear any fruit but some cocoanut trees
are found there.
The village which is situated at the northwest corner
of the island was not incorporated until 1829. It has a
town hall, a prison, two stores, one of which is quite
large and we have it pictured in plate XI. There are a
hundred wooden houses there. There are seven to eight
hundred inhabitants among whom are found merchants,
doctors, and a great number of lawyers, but the island
owes its prosperity to a peculiar circumstance which
will show that it is rare that the good done to one is not
the result of another’s misfortune, this little island owes
its wealth to the shipwrecks so frequent in these regions.
Numerous boats are always leaving its port without any
other purpose than to hunt for ships in danger. Only a
few years ago the wrecker, for so these boats were called,
approached the shipwrecked ship and proposed a bargain ; if the captain refused the burdensome conditions
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by the one who offered help, the wrecker drew away
and tacked about calculating coolly the force of each
wave, the fear of the passengers, etc. ; each board swept
away was good fortune for him, for finally when he was
called back his claims increased in proportion to the distress of the unfortunates whom, in his cruelty, he
snatched from death only after having obtained the
abandonment of all they possessed. Today to remedy
this evil they have established in Key West a court
specially charged with salvage business, and any private
arrangement made in advance is considered null and
void by this court; but this remedy is only illusive, as
all affairs are judged by the jury, and all the inhabitants being interested in one way or another in questions
of this kind, the ruin of the person shipwrecked is the
inevitable result of the lawsuit.
It is wrong to believe that according to the number
of disasters these seas are frequently stormy and tempestuous, on the contrary they are commonly remarkably quiet and it is in the greatest calm that most of the
disasters happen. Extraordinarily powerful currents
flow constantly toward the Florida coast and the navigator deceived by the beauty of the sky is too often
careless, feeling safe, and is aroused only by the grounding of his ship on the sandy shoals, in short one can not
keep too far away from this coast on which ten times
more ships are wrecked than in the stormiest places of
the globe.
The climate of this island is considered very unhealthy, and on several occasions yellow fever has caused
terrible ravages there.
A regular mail boat has been established between
Key West and St. Marks; it runs every two weeks.
Fish are abundant in the neighboring waters and
also many fine turtles are found there. The way of
catching the latter is the following: a small boat leaves
the port during the warmest part of the day and soon
finds the turtles asleep on the surface of the water, they
approach them carefully and if one has been caught
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it is turned over on its back and they go on with the
hunt. When they have obtained a sufficient number,
they retrace their way, and tow in by means of a rope
the turtles left motionless on their backs. They talk a
great deal also about a conger eel whose bite is poisonous, but I believe that one need pay little attention to
those fisherman’s stories.
There are very few animals on the island, and generally fresh meat is not obtainable; vegetables also are
brought there from the Havana market and so everything is high priced.
The bad climate can be imagined when one realizes
that the village is located scarcely five feet above sea
level and that there is a rather large pond in the middle
of it with a temperature the average of which is higher
than that of Havana. One must also add the boredom
or real suffering produced by the mosquitos and the
irritating fleas to realize the pleasure of a stay there.
Moreover the sky is almost always clear and nights are
often very cool. New arrivals have another rather painful sensation to feel which is a considerable irritability
of the skin.
I have given a full description of this little point
because I believe that no traveler has yet published it,
and also for the great importance that it has in a business way because of ships being obliged to put into port
there only too often. I shall say also for the same reason a few words about Indian Key, another islet of the
same group which is also inhabited. It is mentioned on
the old maps under the name of Matanzas, and a long
time ago the crew of a French ship lost there was massacred by the Caloosas Indians who then lived there.
It is seventy-five miles west [sic] of Key West. Besides,
it is no more than a rock about twelve acres in size.
When the whites settled there, there was not a bit of
fertile soil, it was brought in from neighboring islands
and they drew up mud from the bottom of the sea: today
cocoanut trees, banana trees and orange trees are found
there but not a bush nor a wild animal unless it is the
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bears that sometimes swim from the neighboring coast.
There are only thirty whites and twenty slaves there.;
there are twelve houses. The people live only on the
result of shipwrecks so common on all this coast.
In spite of its little numerical importance these
people send a representative to the Florida Assembly
and this settlement is a county seat, has a court and five
or six lawyers. It is forbidden to sell brandy to sailors
there. This islet is only a third of a mile from the little
island of Matacombe, and as the arm of the sea that
separates them is only a foot deep at low tide, they hope
to join them by means of a causeway. The climate is
very fine and healthy. They say that the heat is constantly modified by the winds (trade winds) that blow
there always, and an informed inhabitant told me that
the thermometer had never gone above eighty degrees
Fahrenheit and almost never gone below fifty; he quoted
only one exception to this last fact that had happened
a few years before when that instrument had indicated
only forty-eight.
But, since then this island has suffered a disaster
only too common for some years in those unhappy regions. The Seminole Indians attacked it in 1839 during
the night and almost all the inhabitants fell under the
bloody tomahawk; some succeeded in taking refuge on
neighboring islands, but for three days the savages
continued to hunt for them and very few escaped a
death SO much the more terrible which their cruel enemies
did everything possible to prolong with tortures.
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